
MEDIA ADVISORY

Tuesday 4 August

70th anniversary of Hiroshima atomic bombing commemorated

A candlelight procession and public meeting on Thursday 6 August in Sydney, part of events 
around the world marking the 70th anniversary of the first use of nuclear weapons by the USA in 
1945, will have the theme: Hiroshima Never Again!

On August 6, 1945, the United States dropped an atomic bomb on the Japanese city of 
Hiroshima, incinerating 140,000 men, women and children. On August 9, a second American 
atomic bomb killed 74,000 men, women and children in Nagasaki.

The bombed cities have spearheaded anti-nuclear movements, calling atomic bombs "the 
absolute evil".

The only answer to the nuclear threat is to abolish nuclear weapons.

Event details

Candlelight procession   6pm cnr Elizabeth and Park Streets, City

Public meeting      7pm Heritage Room, 33 Mary Street, Surry Hills

Speakers    Dr Marty Branagan (Lecturer in Peace Studies, University of New England)
                        Gary Zadkovich (Acting President, NSW Teachers Federation),

Readings    Rebecca Gilling

Cultural items   Japanese dancers and the Trade Union Choir.

Mr Koichi Tsuchida, the Political Consul from the Japanese Consulate General in Sydney, has 
accepted an invitation to attend the public meeting

For more info, contact: Denis Doherty   0418 290 663
        Dr Hannah Middleton   0418 668 098



MEDIA RELEASE

Wednesday 5 August

Hiroshima Never Again

Put nuclear abolition at top of agenda

“A citizens’ movement is needed to challenge the countries that possess the world’s suicidal, 
genocidal and ecocidal weapons and to put nuclear abolition at the top of the international 
political agenda,” Denis Doherty said on the eve of commemorations of the 70 th anniversary of 
the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

“Australia continues to support US military plans in our region. Australia is hosting more US 
bases and US marines in Darwin,” s/he said..

“The US military base at Pine Gap near Alice Springs is in the frontline of US spying and 
targeting war preparations.

“The satellites it controls are essential to US nuclear war fighting strategy. They monitor the most
important area of US strategic interest – China, southern Russia and the Middle East oil fields.

“This makes Australia a nuclear target and makes our country complicit in US nuclear attacks.

“It is time to end this nuclear insanity and to insist that the United States abandon its aggressive 
and destabilising nuclear war fighting policies.

“War is destructive and so too are preparations for war which rob people of resources which 
could go to health, welfare, education, the environment and refugees. 

“The Abbott Government is cutting social programs while increasing spending on the military to 
$87 billion a day ($37 billion a year) and growing.

 “Australia is not contributing to world peace. We must fight for our country to make a positive 
contribution to peace, disarmament, and social justice in our region and the world,” Denis 
concluded.

Event details
Candlelight procession   6pm cnr Elizabeth and Park Streets, City

Public meeting      7pm Heritage Room, 33 Mary Street, Surry Hills

Speakers    Dr Marty Branagan (Lecturer in Peace Studies, University of New England)
                        Gary Zadkovich (Acting President, NSW Teachers Federation),

Readings    Rebecca Gilling

Cultural items   Japanese drummers and dancers and the Trade Union Choir.

Mr Koichi Tsuchida, the Political Consul from the Japanese Consulate General in Sydney, has 
accepted an invitation to attend the public meeting
For more info, contact: Denis Doherty   0418 290 663

        Dr Hannah Middleton   0418 668 098
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Wednesday 5 August

Hiroshima Never Again
The Time is Ripe for Global Nuclear Disarmament

70 years ago, mushroom clouds rose over two Japanese cities for the first (and fortunately, only) time in 
the history of warfare. At approximately 8:16 A.M. on August 6, 1945, the U.S. dropped an atomic bomb 
on the Japanese city of Hiroshima. Three days later, the Army Air Force dropped a second bomb on 
Nagasaki. 

The Japanese people after WW11 adopted a pacifist constitution. The Japanese Government 
has watered the Constitution down, allowing Japanese soldiers to fight overseas. The US and 
Australian Governments have welcomed this aggressive and dangerous step. 

Japanese troops participated in the huge Talisman Sabre war exercises in Australia for the first 
time this year.

However, the struggle to contain and eliminate the nuclear weapons danger continues.

The international movement to abolish nuclear weapons is building unprecedented momentum 
with 124 nations signing a statement to the UN calling for complete global nuclear disarmament, 
based on the intolerable human costs of these weapons. 

The opportunity is ripe for a serious political and legal push toward global nuclear disarmament.

Event details
Candlelight procession   6pm cnr Elizabeth and Park Streets, City

Public meeting      7pm Heritage Room, 33 Mary Street, Surry Hills

Speakers    Dr Marty Branagan (Lecturer in Peace Studies, University of New England)
                        Gary Zadkovich (Acting President, NSW Teachers Federation),

Readings    Rebecca Gilling

Cultural items   Japanese drummers and dancers and the Trade Union Choir.

Mr Koichi Tsuchida, the Political Consul from the Japanese Consulate General in Sydney, has 
accepted an invitation to attend the public meeting

For more info, contact: Denis Doherty   0418 290 663
        Dr Hannah Middleton   0418 668 098
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Thursday 6 August

Nuclear weapons a constant threat to
health and safety of the world

The mere existence of nuclear weapons poses an unacceptable health risk to humanity.

Though nuclear weapons have not been used in another military attack, the development, 
production, and testing of nuclear weapons has left a trail of devastation around the world.

This includes cancer victims from the fallout from more than 2,000 atmospheric and underground
nuclear test explosions; contaminated nuclear plant workers; and radioactive and toxic pollution 
from nuclear weapons production plants and testing sites from New Mexico to Nevada and 
Washington, from Ohio and Kentucky to Tennessee and South Carolina, all the way to the South
Pacific, into Central Asia, across Russia, to Algeria, Australia, and beyond.

The use of even a miniscule fraction of the world’s nuclear arsenal would be catastrophic not 
only for those directly involved, but for the health and safety of the entire world.

A “limited, regional” nuclear war between India and Pakistan, involving 100 Hiroshima sized 
nuclear weapons, would have devastating effects on the global climate. Increased amounts of 
soot in the atmosphere would block sunlight and cause an acute drop in global temperatures.

Because of the resulting decline in food production for over ten years, up to two billion people 
would be at risk of starvation, and massive conflict would ensue over depleted food supplies.

On these solemn anniversaries, we must remember the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki as
the clearest illustration of the human costs of nuclear weapons.

As we commemorate those who lost their lives in the atomic bombings of 1945, we must 
continue to work to make sure that there are no further victims of these horrific weapons. 

Event details
Candlelight procession   6pm cnr Elizabeth and Park Streets, City

Public meeting      7pm Heritage Room, 33 Mary Street, Surry Hills

Speakers    Dr Marty Branagan (Lecturer in Peace Studies, University of New England)
                        Gary Zadkovich (Acting President, NSW Teachers Federation),

Readings    Rebecca Gilling

Cultural items   Japanese drummers and dancers and the Trade Union Choir.

Mr Koichi Tsuchida, the Political Consul from the Japanese Consulate General in Sydney, has 
accepted an invitation to attend the public meeting

For more info, contact: Denis Doherty   0418 290 663
        Dr Hannah Middleton   0418 668 098

http://www.armscontrol.org/act/2005_07-08/Makhijani
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Hiroshima Never Again

Saving the future

“On the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, we 
remind the people of Australia of the horrific consequences of nuclear weapons and nuclear war 
and our common interest in ensuring that they are never again used in combat or tested 
underwater, underground, or in the atmosphere,” peace activist Dr Hannah Middleton said in 
Sydney this morning.

"The spectre of nuclear holocaust is hanging over our planet and its peoples,

“Today, on the 70th anniversary of the twin strikes that annihilated over 200,000 men, women 
and children, the danger that nuclear weapons will be used is growing, not receding,” she said.

“It is a tragedy that the world still needs to understand the possibility of doomsday. 

“Nuclear weapons are the only weapon capable of destroying civilization and the human species

“The longer nations rely on nuclear weapons, the more likely it is that they will be used, by 
accident or design or will fall into the hands of terrorists.

"We cannot sit by and do nothing with more countries developing nuclear weapons and the 
United States building new nuclear weapons, threatening to use them in pre-emptive strikes and 
planning to put them into space. 

 “It is everyone’s job to understand the devastating power and tremendous human, 
environmental, and financial costs of nuclear weapons.

“It is everyone’s responsibility – especially the leaders of the world nations – to take action now 
to reduce and eliminate the chance nuclear weapons are used again.

"We are speaking out today to play our part in saving the future," Dr Middleton concluded.

Event details
Candlelight procession   6pm cnr Elizabeth and Park Streets, City

Public meeting      7pm Heritage Room, 33 Mary Street, Surry Hills

Speakers    Dr Marty Branagan (Lecturer in Peace Studies, University of New England)
                        Gary Zadkovich (Acting President, NSW Teachers Federation),

Readings    Rebecca Gilling

Cultural items   Japanese drummers and dancers and the Trade Union Choir.

For more info, contact: Denis Doherty   0418 290 663
        Dr Hannah Middleton   0418 668 098


